Backache is a common problem: the general practitioner with an average list of 2500 patients can expect to see 50 cases each year,' and many of these will later be seen in a rheumatology or orthopaedic clinic. Although most patients can be assessed in the clinic and will respond within two months to simple conservative treatment,2 severe, persistent back pain demands further investigation. Malignant causes are rare, but their early diagnosis is essential, particularly in young people who may have potentially curable cancers. We describe 10 such cases (eight seen in one year), in whom the characteristic syndrome of pain due to malignant retroperitoneal lymphadenopathy was initially overlooked. We are grateful to Dr P G Harper and the late Professor H J Rogers for permission to report their patients.
Case reports

